Renal function after nephrectomy in renal donors.
Six months to 5 years after nephrectomy in renal donors, creatinine clearances and PSP tests of 34 cases had recovered to 81.8% and 68.2% respectively of prenephrectomy performance. Blood urea nitrogen, creatinine and uric acid levels had increased to 24.9%, 36.7% and 24.3% respectively of prenephrectomy values. There was compensatory hypertrophy of the remaining kidney. The mean increase in size of the remaining kidney was 12.0% x 17.8%. There were early complications in 11 (32%) of the donors, in the form of pneumothorax in six cases, wound infection in two cases, hepatitis in two cases and urinary tract infection in one case. There was one late complication of neuralgic pain in the scar region.